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he  1967  Roxbury  Work-Study  Project  was 

a  nine  week  summer  program  in  the  pre- 
iH  dominantly  Negro  Washington  Park  Ur- 
,JKL.  ban  Renewal  Area.  The  program  involved 
an  interracial  group  of  one  hundred  thirty  college 
and  high  school  students  and  its  purpose  was  to  help 
Washington  Park  residents  rehabilitate  their  homes. 
Homeowners  simply  purchased  the  necessary  mate- 
rials and  project  members  painted  and  repaired  the 
houses  at  no  cost  to  the  families.  Participants  in 
the  summer  program  lived  in  a  dormitory  at  nearby 
Northeastern  University.  The  working  and  studying 
activities  were  supervised  and  sponsored  by  the  Bos- 
ton Redevelopment  Authority  and  Freedom  House, 
a  community  organization. 


ommunity  response  to  the  Roxbury  Work- 
Study  Project  was  enthusiastic.  Washington 
Park  citizens  established  a  scholarship  fund 
for  needy  students  in  the  program.  Rox- 
bury Work-Study  members  were  invited  to  local 
homes  for  evening  visits.  Students  participated  in 
tutorial  programs  after  work  and  taught  reading, 
arithmetic,  or  art  to  local  youngsters.  Roxbury  com- 
munity leaders  addressed  the  group's  weekly  meet- 
ings at   Northeastern   University  on  problems   of 
ghetto  communities.   On   rainy  days  the  students 
toured  community  agencies  and   organizations  to 
gain  better  understanding  of  these  problems. 


ommunity  dormitory  life  provided  the  stu- 
dents with  an  opportunity  to  live  and  work 
with  people  from  other  universities,  back- 
grounds, and  races.  Roxbury  and  North 
Dorchester  teenagers  came  to  the  dormitory  every 
evening  to  share  the  juke  box  and  ping  pong  tables 
with  project  members.  Talented  members  of  both 
groups  formed  a  ''rock"  band.  A  student  drama 
club  met  weekly  to  read  and  act  selected  plays.  On 
weekends  Roxbury  Work-Study  co-ordinators  ar- 
ranged trips  to  Tanglewood,  Expo  '67,  Cape  Cod, 
New  York  City,  and  the  Newport  Jazz  Festival.  The 
students  sometimes  received  free  tickets  to  concerts, 
baseball  games  and  plays. 


uring  this  fourth  summer  of  the  project, 
the   students   painted    fifty    houses    and 
eleven  garages  and  redecorated  two  apart- 
ments. The  homeowners  saved  forty-three 
thousand  dollars  on  housepainting  alone — paying  a 
total  of  six  thousand  dollars  for  a  job  that  would 
cost  forty  nine  thousand  dollars  if  done  commer- 
cially. But  the  personal  rewards  of  participation  in 
the  Roxbury  Work-Study  Project  were  also  great. 
New  friendships,  new  knowledge  of  people  of  dif- 
ferent races  and  backgrounds,  new  understanding  of 
urban  problems — the  students  gained  all  of  these; 
they  gained  also  a  sense  of  accomplishment  from 
their  contribution  to  the  rebuilding  of  a  neighbor- 
hood. 
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The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  part 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title  1 
of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


